OWN THIS
BEAUTIFUL
PHOTO!
We are thrilled that Steve
Russell, local
photographer has
donated to FoCC this
beautiful & rare photo
shot of Cayo Costa Island
taken in late 2016.
20 x 30 photo stretched
on canvas ...
MIN bid $250. Highest bidder by 6/15/21 WINS! Local delivery FREE within 60 miles of Pine
Island. *Professional shipping through UPS can run anywhere from $330-$380 depending
on where you live in the U.S.
GOOD LUCK!!
CLICK to place your bid!

CALLING SEA TURTLE LOVERS and
GIRL SCOUT LEADERS!
Turtle Nesting Season has begun! Each year dozens of
people adopt a nest for either themselves or in the name
of a cherished loved one. When you adopt you are sent
information about the coordinates of the nest and then
you get updated information on how successful the nest
is in producing the next generation of baby turtles.
Last year we attracted the attention of a Texas based
Girl Scout Troop who adopted several nests as part of
their effort to earn their "Sea Turtle Patch". We hope this
year that a few troops in SW Florida will earn this special
recognition also.
Whether you are a Turtle Lover, Girl Scout, a Scout Leader or a Grandparent wanting to
share a special experience with a child, we hope you click on the link below and adopt a
nest for only $25. All proceeds for this program are used to support our effort to protect the
nesting turtles and their eggs they lay on our shores.
CLICK here for more details and to apply to adopt a nest!

HISTORY STORIES FROM CAYO COSTA
Carolyn Honl remembers visiting Cayo Costa many times
as a child and stayed with her mother's sister, Ruby
Darna and her husband, Louis. Her cousins Dick and
Babe Darna were great fun and always very sweet to her.
They loved their "Mama Ruby" so much.
They traveled by train from Tampa to Boca Grande and
Uncle Louis picked them up on his boat and took them to
their house on Cayo Costa. Her folks always loved going
fishing and her Dad caught a tarpon once there.
Carolyn has MANY happy memories of her time spent on
Cayo and was happy to share some old photos of Aunt
Ruby with us. Said her Aunt Ruby would be so pleased!
Thank you Carolyn!!

ALL AROUND THE ISLAND
By Brian Holaway

The Lagoon south of the campground is ever changing. The opening from the Gulf waters to
the lagoon is sometimes open for a few years and sometimes closed for years. As of April
29th 2021 it is open. How long will it be open? It's anyone's bet. Could be a week, could be
4 years. Another area on the island where the sand has been shifting is just north of the
lagoon and south of the campground. This shallow area in the Gulf (some refer to it as
Johnson shoals) is constantly changing. Currently there is a long spit of sand that stretches
out into the gulf over 3/4 mile. We hope you get out and enjoy the ever changing beauty of
Cayo Costa!

SAVE THE DATE!
CELEBRATE CAYO COSTA DAY
November 6, 2021
DETAILS TO FOLLOW SOON!
Vendors * Shell Walks
History Talks * Music
LUNCH

About Us...The Friends of Cayo Costa State Park
(FoCC) is based on Pine Island, Florida. FoCC is a

division of Barrier Islands Park Society (BIPS), a 501c3
organization which is the official Citizens Support
Organization for Cayo Costa, Gasparilla, Stump Pass,
Don Pedro State Parks, Boca Grande Lighthouse &
Museum, Gasparilla Island Lighthouse and Amory
Memorial Chapel. All funds raised by FoCC will be used
exclusively for Cayo Costa State Park.
Tax #65-0327405

JOIN TODAY!
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